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If you want to learn French, properly,
you will need to put some work in,
but, as Dominic Bliss discovered,
that doesn’'t mean you can't enjoy

yourself at the same time

Brigitte Miramont is a French teacher who offers individual
tuition courses in her home in La Ciotat
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Espinasse], about 25 kilometres east along
from Marseille. Students of any level, from peginner
expert, aged 16 and above, normally work with Brigitte
on their Janguage skills for three hours i the morning
and spend the afterno whatever local
activity happens to float the

literally)- Brigitte acts as guide.
someone if they’re not motivated,” say
with more than 30 years’ experience teac

Janguages at secondary and university level.
What enables her to steal a march on the hundreds

of other language schools dotted around France is that

she can be totally flexible t0 her students’ needs. If
k those subjunctive verbs while

by the pool with a beer, then so be
1 it. If they'd rather fine-tune their vocabulary while
£ walking through Les Calanques, then Brigitte will
g happily strap on her hiking boots and join them.
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Clockwise from above:

Late afternoon sunshine in

La Ciotat; Brigitte with Sam,
another student; view of Notre-
Dame de la Garde, the iconic
basilica of Marseille; sailing

boats at La Ciotat; getting down
to some hard work; the Eden
Theatre at La Ciotat, the world's
first public cinema

_

We glided past the Tles du Frioul and cruised into the
small area of water between Fort Saint-Jean and
Marseille’s hyper-modern museum MuCEM. Finally, we
made a brief tour of the Vieux Port, the city’s central

port and marina. Earlier that day, Brigitte and I had
picnicked on the beach of one of Marseille’s numerous
calanques. It was January, and way too cold to swim.
But, she told me, previous students, in warmer months,

had leapt in with gusto.

My cultural immersion wasn't all boats and beaches.
however. In the morning I'd put in some hours in the
classroom, too. With French folk nmusic playing in the
background and winter sun spilling in from the

terrace, Brigitte had me discussing the work of

French writer Jean d'Ormesson, the ins and outs of

Gallic slang on social media, and email language

etiquette - all invaluable stuff for a journalist on

France Today magazine

She explained how man of her students. like me,

require specialised vocabulary and language skills. “My
teaching must « orrespond to your needs. If you're a
doctor or an airline pilot, you'll need a specific
vocabulary, If vou love « ooking and vou want to do a
cooking course with me while you're here. then we can
wddress culinary language while we cook the food
Perhaps you're a wine Xpert and you want to study
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You can learn French on a

speedboat; fields of lavender

in June; Brigitte helps to make
learning fun; visit the famous
Calanques, by land or sea;
Brigitte’s villa has a swimming
pool, ideal for verb revision
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g, arts, crafts,

music, food or wine.
lives up to your dream,” she boasts on |

Granted, this kind of home-stay language learning 1S
holidays all over France.

nothing new. There are similar
In the village of Bourdil Blanc, not far from Bergerac,

you'll find French in the Dordogne (www.frenchinthe
dordogne.com) offering “half the day in class, half the
day on trips, all the time in French". Kinder Exchange
(www.kinderexchange.com) in Fontainebleau provides
home-stay courses for youngsters aged 11 to 18. Other
schools, such as French Summer Classes (www.french
summerclasses.com) in Cannes, or Immersion France

(www.immersionfrance.co.uk) in Suevres, in the Loire

Valley, offer lessons during the day and arrange
home-stay accommodation with families nearby.

local activity. Alpine French School (www.alpinefrench
school.com) in Morzine, for example, offers classroom
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Some schools pair their language learning with a

Is and winemakers

lessons for half the day and, depend'n\g
skiing, snowboarding, mountain biking
for the other half. Parfum de France (3
france-fr.com) in Fontevraud-I' Abbaye
Loire Valley, combines lessons with ook
or wine tasting. :
Then there are the traditional lang
where teaching is mainly classroom-b
from the very small and the very boutigy
up to the huge and long-established. In}
category you have the likes of Alliance
(www.alliancefr.org), with its heada ar
sentre International ' Etudes des
ciel-strasbourg.org), in Strasbourg; and
International School (www.bordeaux-se
But, of course, the bigger the schoo
personal the touch. Back at Live and 1
Provence, Brigitte stresses how he
differs radically from that offered in
language schools. You simaply don't

of attention in a classroom full of of

do when it’'s one-on-one tuition.
Our speedboat ride over, Brigitte

centre of Marseille for drinks and d




“YOU DON'T GET THE SAME LEVEL
OF ATTENTION IN A CLASSROOM AS
YOU DO WHEN IT'S ONE-ON-ONE’
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